




From the Boardroom 
 

Well it’s been a long season and today sees our final match, nobody would have fore-
cast, back in August, the importance of today’s fixture. 
Firstly I’d like to extend a warm welcome to all the players, officials and supporters from 
Plymouth Parkway FC to The Ridings this afternoon for this Premier Division match we 
hope that you had a good journey and that you all enjoy the Sodbury hospitality. 
I cannot remember a season, since I first became involved with The Western League, 
where there was such a close finish at the top of the Premier Division.  At the time of 
writing this article Willand are top on 94 points, Plymouth second with 92 and Bitton 
third on 91, so any one of these three could win the championship. Willand will be 
crowned champions if they get a point at Bitton today. However If Willand lose and our 
visitors win then they will become champions.  Easy isn’t it however I am sure that in 
the back of the Plymouth Parkway players’ minds will be the 3- 2 defeat that they suf-
fered at the hands of the Sods on their own Bolitho Park earlier in the season. Plymouth 
need to win, and we are the only club who can “do the double” over them this season, 
hopefully that will spur us on. 
Easter was a good time for us a 2 – 1 victory against Shepton Mallett was followed by a 
4 – 0 win at Shortwood on Good Friday and a 2 – 0 win over Hengrove Athletic on Mon-
day. Regardless of todays result we will finish in our highest position since being pro-
moted to the premier division, a pretty good achievement given the upheavals over the 
last few years caused by the resignation of several managers. Our thanks to Joe and 
Steve White for the work they have put in this season in stabilising the club when it was 
in a very difficult situation. 
Yet again the Football Association are restructuring the leagues during the close sea-
son so although we won’t be directly affected in the coming season there is no guaran-
tee that we may well be in future seasons.  We are in a precarious position because of 
our location. We’ll have to wait and see I’m afraid as its out of our hands but whatever 
we do we must remain at our present level.     
Next season sees the introduction of more law changes, the most radical of which is the 
introduction of “sin bins” which should shut quite a few people up and maybe reduce in 
the amount of money paid out in fines for players who needlessly challenge the refer-
ee’s decisions either by word or action knowing that he won’t change his mind. A period 
of ten minutes rest will be the reward for the individual together with the annoyance of 
all his teammates. 
As the season ends for our other teams the Reserves managed to avoid relegation for 
the second season running, a situation which needs to be avoided in future seasons. 
The club will be taking action in the close season to address this. The A team have just 
missed out on promotion which, whilst it was an aspiration, it was nevertheless a cred-
itable performance and with the blend of young and experienced players things look 
promising for next season. 
The Under 18s have had a good season finishing third in the league and runners up in 
the U18 Combination Cup final.  
Our Ladies team have also done well this season, also finishing third in the league and 
are finalists in the League Cup Competition which is to be played at Cirencester Town’s 
ground on Sunday 28

th
 April kicking off at 2.00pm.      

 

 Come on you Sods -  Geoff Endicott - Secretary CSTFC 
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