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From the Boardroom 

Chipping Sodbury Town football would like to welcome Cribbs 
football club and all their committee members and spectators   to 
The Ridings to the second of the two Bank Holiday fixtures.  At 
the time of writing this we would have played Calne Town and 
hoping that we won.  

We had free admission to all NHS Workers for the last home 
game - speaking from experience what a fantastic job they have 
all done during this pandemic.  

There are lots of friendlies going on for the other teams in the 
club with the start of their season only a week away.  

To our loyal supporters, please come along to watch the other 
teams in the club Women (Sunday afternoon) Reserves, A team 
(Saturday afternoon)  , Under 18’s Midweek (Wednesday night) 
and Under18’s Sunday (Sunday afternoon). Admission is almost 
free, Women and Under18’s Midweek is a bargain at £2 per ad-
mission (under16’s free).  

There are people in the football club that do a great job and with-
out them we wouldn’t be where we are today.  Just a reminder 
that we are all volunteers, it wasn’t good to see that an away sup-
porter upsetting one of the key members of the team just because 
the club is not ready to hold post-match hospitality and is in 
place to safeguard everyone who visits Chipping Sodbury Town 
FC. 

 



 

We always welcome our loyal supporters to encourage the team and 
we would like to hear from them on how we can develop an even 
better atmosphere in the ground…. maybe some singing/a small band 
…. Goose can you get a band together?  

Although, this is the beginning of the end of restrictions we cannot 
be complacent in our approach to keeping everyone safe as possible. 
With high Covid-19 infection rates in South Gloucestershire and hos-
pitalisations continuing to increase, it is important we all remain vigi-
lant about the risk of exposure to Covid-19. Please take time to read 
the clubs risk assessment (on our website).  

Wish you all a very enjoyable evening at the Ridings.   

STAY SAFE! 

The Sods Committee 

 



CHIPPING SODBURY TOWN HISTORY 
In the summer of 1959 Cliff Phelps decided it was time football association was brought back to the 
town. It had been six long years since the boys of the town had donned the Blue & White of Sodbury 
in the Western League. After several meetings at The Bell Inn (Now Brooks Bar & Kitchen) the new 
club was formed. Major L.M.Harris was President, Mr. E Purbrick Chairman, Mr. C Phelps Vice 
Chairman, Club Captain Dennis Greenaway and Youth Captain Michael Boulton. In the initial 
1959/60 season they entered a senior team into The Dursley & Wotton League and a team into the 
Youth Section. The following season Sodbury joined the Bristol and District League and throughout 
the 60's remained in Division 3. 
 
The 1970's began with relegation, when we finished bottom of Division 3 and the slump continued in 
1971/72 Season when finishing bottom of Division 4. The Mid 70's saw a few changes and the 
ground work of the team today. Mike Fox became player Manager and 'The Sods' began a Sunday 
Side. In the 1976/77 Season, Sodbury finished third in Division 5 and gained promotion. The 
1978/79 Season saw us go one better and finished runners-up of Division 4. To finish the decade off 
and celebrate twenty years of the club's rebirth, we won the Championship of Division 3 in 1979/80. 
 
The 1980's began were the 70's left off and a fourth place finish gave Sodbury promotion to Bristol 
and District Division 1. 1981/82 saw the rebirth of our Reserve side and by the end of the season, the 
1st's had gained promotion to the Senior Division. From Division 5, to the Senior League in six 
seasons. The first season in the Senior division was mid-table finish and the end of the season saw 
Mike Fox's testimonial and an Ashton Gate appearance against Mangotsfield united. The following 
season we finished third. After finishing 15th in 1985/86 we were relegated to Division 1, where we 
remained until finishing runners up in 1988/89. 
 
The 1990's kicked off with a third place finish and promotion to the Bristol Premier Combination 
Div 1. in 1990/91. The early 90's saw a new clubhouse and changing rooms built with Players and 
Committee members contributing their trades. A fourth place finish and the winning of the Premier 
cup in 1992/93 was the clubs best season so far. The Sods remained in Division 1 until the end of the 
nineties, when they were promoted to the Premier Division for the 1999/00 Season. 
 
The 2000's and after 3 seasons in the Premier, the Sods were relegated at the end of 2001/02 season. 
A new manager and new era began in 2002/03. Les Underdown and his Assistant Jeff Clark both ex
-players with the club took over the reins. A mid table finish in their first season, saw Les leave and 
left Jeff in the hot seat. The following season saw another mid-table finish and the Reserves become 
Champions with the exciting players  now in the squad. 2004/05 ended in a disappointing third place 
but the club now had a third team as well. The following season, the previous year was forgotten 
when the club won the Championship and promoted back to the Premier division. A mid table fin-
ish in the Premier division and the other 2 teams both winning promotion was a good season in 
2006/07.  2007/08 became the clubs most successful season, when the first's won the Championship 
of the Premier and the reserves Champions of Bristol & District division 1. The first season and a 
change of manager in the Gloucestershire county league and the team finished bottom of the league, 
only winning 5 games. Even though the club finished bottom, they were not relegated. Mark Sten-
ner was appointed manager and he started the steady march up the County league. 



 
 
 
The 2010's has produced the club's most successful time in their history. Mark Stenner had taken 
the team to a third place finish in the County league in 2010/11. After his departure early the follow-
ing season, Scott Gibson took over. A disappointing bottom place finish was followed by two seasons 
of rebuilding and climbing the league. Karl Reese was appointed new manager at the beginning of 
2014/15 season and in his first season had promoted the club from the County league to the dizzy 
heights of Western League football with a third place finish. Not a bad start for the new gaffer but 
with some new faces and playing great football, we went 1 better the following season and won the 
Western League Division 1 Championship. 2016/17 and the Western League Premier division was 
tough but a very creditable 13th position and competing in the F.A.Vase was our most successful 
season so far. 2017/18 was going to be a massive mountain to climb. Karl had left the club and also 
half the first team had departed to pastures new. Enter Neil Simons our new gaffer, a season in the 
Western league to take on with half a team and to make things a little more difficult, your first game 
is the clubs first ever game in the F.A.Cup. The season ended with a 13th place finish, an FA Cup 
victory and a quarter final place in the GFA Challenge trophy. Early in the 2018/19 Season Neil 
decided to leave the club and shortly afterwards we appointed our present manager Joe White and 
his assistant Steve. At the end of the season under his leadership, the club had finished 10th in the 
Western League and had the best run in the FA cup in the clubs history. The club were successful in 
their appeal against the Hellenic League, sideways move by the F.A. So 2019/20 season was in the 
Western League Premier. The uncertainty of which League we would be playing in, unsettled the 
players and so several departed  the Club before a ball was kicked that Season. Three weeks before 
the season started the club also lost our Manager and his Assistant. Justin Bishop & Scott Gibson 
took control of the 1st team as Caretaker management and remained there until the League came to 
an abrupt halt. The F.A. announced on 26th March 2020 that the Step 1-7 game and all grass-
roots football leagues and competition under its umbrella had ended, as a result of the Coronavirus 
(COVID-19) Pandemic. All results for the season would be expunged. 
 
The 2020’s begin with Jeff Roberts and his team, Drew, Sean & Nick steering the 1st Team. The 
season was to be curtailed due to Covid-19. The 2021/22 season is now looking more promising with 
the new FA restructuring of the leagues; the football club can now begin their journey together with 
Jeff and his team in the Hellenic League -Premier Division. This is exciting times for the club and 
who knows where it will end! 
 
For the rest of the club -  The Reserves have a new manager in Justin Carpenter having taken over 
from Les Theobald who is now concentrating on General Secretary duties. Justin is an ex Sodbury 
member of the club who had a successful period at Brimsham Green and who is entrusted now to 
take the team to the Gloucester County League.  The A team is still under the guidance of Ricky 
Gray who has seen the team move up the league ladder to the Bristol and District Senior Division; 
highest ever achieved by the A team.  
 
The Women are in their second season in the South West Regional League (Tier 3). Hopefully this 
season manager Jake Scanlon and his team like everyone will have an undisrupted season.  Jake has 
high hopes for promotion from this group.  
 
The two Under18 teams, one midweek and one Sunday are under the stewardship of Mark Lloyd 
and Steve Woodruff (midweek) and Brian Cook (Sunday).  Both teams are in the process of finalis-
ing their squads ready for the start. The football club hopes that some of these boys will eventually 
be playing for the Senior Mens teams.  
 
The Committee have worked tirelessly over the enforced break to update and move for-
ward the club. We are all volunteers and always welcome more people to join this fantas-
tic club.  



 

CHIPPING SODBURY TOWN COMMITTEE 
  
PRESIDENT – Jeff Harper 
CHAIRMAN – Mike Fox 
VICE CHAIRMAN – Rich Bisp 
TREASURER – Gary Walters 
DEPUTY TREASURER – Sandra King 
CLUB SECTRETARY – Les Theobald 
FIXTURE SECRETARY – Les Theobald 
CLUB MANAGER – Scott Gibson 
BAR MANAGER – Diane Walters 
COMMERCIAL MANAGER – Mark Lloyd 
1st TEAM MANAGER – Jeff Roberts 
RESERVE TEAM MANAGER – Justin Carpenter 
A TEAM MANAGER – Ricky Gray 
LADIES MANAGER – Jake Scanlon 
UNDER 18’s MIDWEEK MANAGERS – Steve Woodruff & 
Mark Lloyd 
UNDER  18’s SUNDAY MANAGER – Brian Cook 
 
MEMBERS – Geoff Endicott Andy Newell, Jason Rundle &  
Terry Voisey  



 

 



WANTED   
Chipping Sodbury 
Ladies Team are 

looking for 2  quali-
fied coaches to join 
the coaching team.  

Previous experi-
ence in the adults 

game.   
Please contact Jake:- 

07807078339  



SUPPORT LOCAL FOOTBALL 

UP THE SODS 

 

SODBURY’S FINEST 

THE 
SODS 

MERCHANDISE   

Why not visit 
our on line club 

shop’s 
 

www.boca.uk.com 
www.doughillardsports.co.uk 

   

 







REFEREE -  Joseph Kidd 

CHIPPING  
SODBURY TOWN 

Luke Roberts 

         Brandon Powell 

         Ellis McSharry 

         Liam Cann 

         Matty Tanner 

         Keane Ashwood 

         Josh Pandolfino 

         Jonah Beer 

         Ibrahima Diallo 

         Sol Pryce 

         Aysa Corrick 

         Kye Simpson 

         Connor Waldon 

         Lewis Bezer 

         Ashton Squire 

         Shomari Sengor 

         Loui Millard 

Colour: Black & White Shirts, Black Shorts, Black & White Socks 

Goalkeeper Jersey: Green 

Manager: Jeff Roberts 

Assistant: Andrew Youngsam 

Coach: Sean McSharry 



ASSISTANTS - Stuart Evans 
                         Kieran Gill 

CRIBBS 
Liam Kingston GK 

Matt Spiller 
Sonny Harnett-Balkwill 

Josh Bennett 
Ross McErlain 
Ryan Crouch 

George Kellow 
Scott Hatcher 

Jake Hodgson – Captain 
Ryan Cainey 
Lewis Hedges 
Steve Murray 

Ali Boyer 
Danny Webb 

Danny Constable 
Ryan Radford 

Nick Jones 
David Duru 

James Crossely John 
Gerlando Parinello 

Aki Akiwumi 
Javier Blazquez 

Tom Burns 
William Webb 
Henry Payne 

 
Colour: Red Shirts, White & Red Shorts, White & Red Socks 

Manager: Richard Luffman 
Assistant Manager: Aaron Still 

Coach: Ben Waters 
Physio: Simon Hartley 



Club History 

Cribbs Football Club (Cribbs FC) are currently in their 58th season since they were founded 
back in  London in 1958 as ‘Sun Life Assurance’. The Bristol team was established in 1976 
when Sun Life first  relocated to Bristol. Initially they ran two teams in the Bristol and Avon 
League, playing at Dundridge  Farm. However, when the Cribbs Causeway (now The Lawns) 
ground was opened in 1978, the 1st  team were promoted straight to the Avon Premier Combi-
nation League where they stayed for 20 years  until they eventually won promotion to the 
Gloucestershire County League by winning the re-named  Bristol Premier Combination in the 
1999/2000 season.  

In the 1998/1999 season the 1st team finished runners up to Roman Glass St George in both 
the  Combination & Premier Combination League Cup. In 1997/1998 the 1st team also fin-
ished runners up,  after a replay, to Ridings High in the GFA Senior Amateur Cup.  

The club adopted the name of AXA Sun Life FC at the end of the nineties following the mer-
ger of the  AXA Equity & Law and Sun Life Assurance Society, and became AXA FC in 
2002. At the end of the  2010-2011 season, following the acquisition and merger of AXA Sun 
Life & Friends Provident, we  became the Cribbs Friends Life Football Club. At the end of 
June 2013, with the closure of the  companies Cribbs Friends Life Sports & Social Club and 
with the creation of the new volunteer run,  Cribbs Sports & Social Club at “The Lawns”, we 
renamed ourselves as Cribbs Football Club.  

Today the Club runs three Saturday sides, spread across the Toolstation Western and the two 
divisions  of the Bristol Premier Combination.   

On a Sunday we ran a successful side in the Regional League for many years (who won the 
Gilbert  Pullin Sunday Cup in 2003/2004 & 2013/2014 season and were runners up in 
2006/2007 season) and continue to run a Vets side in the Casuals League. In addition, we have 
an Under 18’s team in the  Bristol Premier Combination U18’s league.  

The club’s 3rd team managed at the time by current Cribbs media man, Nick Veale, won the 
GFA Minor  Cup in the 2004/2005 season when beating Winterbourne United’s 3rd team in a 
tight and tense final  where the “evergreen” goalkeeper John Hembrow was man of the match.  

The 1st team reached the semi final stage of the Les James League Cup on three occasions 
since  joining the county league in the 2000/2001 season. They unfortunately lost on all three 
occasions,  against Ellwood on penalty kicks in March 2005, 2-1 against Highridge United in 
March 2006 and  against Hardwicke, 1-0 in 2008.   

At the start of 2007/2008 season the football club embarked on an ambitious change of direc-
tion that  they hope would lead to their 1st team being a regular top 3 side in the Gloucester-
shire County  League, and possibly higher.  

At the end of the 2010/2011 season, under the tutelage of Gavin Tufton (in his second spell in 
charge)  and assisted by Matt Shaughnessy, the 1st team finished runners up in the Gloucester-
shire County  League. Unfortunately, promotion to the Toolstation Western league wasn’t 
possible as the league  champions, Brimscombe & Thrupp, had applied and been granted pro-
motion to the Hellenic League.   



With planning permission having been granted for floodlights to be installed and stands to be built, the  
1st team went one better in the 2011/2012 season and completed the league championship & league  cup 
double (never been achieved before).  This was obviously a fantastic achievement and meant the much 
anticipated promotion to the next  level of the pyramid system and entry into the Toolstation Western 
League for the start of the 2012/2013 season. The floodlights & stand were installed in August 2012 and 
the lights were first used  for the 1st team’s home league game against Hengrove Athletic on 16th October 
2012. The 2011/2012 season was probably the most successful year in the club’s history with not only 
the 1st team completing the double and gaining promotion as in addition the 2nd team gained promotion to 
the  Premier Division of the Bristol Premier Combination and the 3rd team were also promoted to Divi-
sion 3  of the Bristol & District League. The 2012/2013 season continued in the same vain with the 1st 

team finishing 8th in their first season in  the Western League and the 2nd & 3rd team’s all being promoted. 
In addition, the U18’s won their  league and came runners up in the League Cup Final.  2013/2014 sea-
son was another good season for the club with the 1st team finishing 5th and qualifying  for the 2014/2015 
season’s FA Cup together with being runners up in the Les Phillips Cup Final. The 3rd team won promo-
tion again and the Sunday team won the Gilbert Pullin League Cup. 2014/2015 was yet another success-
ful season for the club with the 1st team finishing in 3rd place in  Division One after a very hard fought & 
close battle with Barnstaple Town & Welton Rovers for the  major honours. This was enough to secure 
promotion for the first time to the Premier Division of the  Toolstation League for the 2015/2016 season. 
The 4th team also gained promotion up the Bristol &  District league. The progress of the club continued 
on an upward trend during the 2015/2016 season with the first  team finishing a respectable 15th in their 
first season in the Premier Division of the Toolstation League.  The reserves were runners up to Mendip 
Broadwalk in a thrilling finale to the Premier Division of the  Bristol Premier Combination. The 3rd team 
also finished runners up in Division One of the Bristol &  District league which as a result meant promo-
tion to the Senior Division for the 2016/2017 season.  The Sunday team won the Regional League Cup. 
The Under 18’s also won their league and were  runners up in the league cup. The outstanding progres-
sion of the club continued in the 2016/2017 season with the 1st team finishing  8th (without a playing 
budget) in only their 2nd season in the Premier Division of the Toolstation  Western League and finishing 
runners up in the Les Phillips Cup. The “Double Winning” reserve team  won both the Bristol Premier 
Combination League and the League Cup.  The 3rds & 4ths both had respectable mid table finishes in the 
Senior and 4th divisions of the Bristol &  District League. The Sunday team finished runners up in both 
the Premier Division of the Bristol  Regional League and the Gilbert Pullin Trophy. Finally, the U18’s 
(after a play off) finished runners up  in the Central Division of the Bristol Combination league and won 
the League Cup.  

In the 2017/2018 season the 1st team finished 11th, 2nds were runners up, 3rds mid table and the 4th 
team finished 4th place. The under 18s finished 3rd and the Sunday team once again finished in  run-
ners up in the Bristol Regional League. The last completed football season saw the 1st XI finish eighth 
in the Toolstation and secured silverware by winning the GFA Challenge Trophy in 2018/2019. In the 
same season, our 2nd XI secured  an unprecedented treble of the Bristol Premier Combination League, 
League Cup and GFA Senior  Amateur Cup. The 3rd XI has continued to make progress and started the 
curtailed the 2020/2021 in  the Bristol Premier Combination Division One.  

With our excellent junior section (Shire Colts/Shire-Cribbs) also continuing to thrive then we 
are  expecting the progression of the football club to continue for many years to come.  

The club is well known for the tremendous facilities. Bristol Rovers used the ground as their training  
base for many years prior to recently moving to their new facility just North of Cribbs in Hortham. The  
England Under 21 side then managed by Peter Taylor trained at the ground in 1997 and indeed played  a 
Cribbs FC (then AXA) side prior to their game with Italy. There have also been two games televised  on 
Sky Sports Soccer AM programme between Cribbs FC (then AXA) teams & celebrity sides. Our  
groundsman won the national FA Groundsman of The Year Award for Step 5 & 6 in 2014 & 2016 and  
he has also been nominated again for the 2017 awards. 



Uhlsport Hellenic League 
Premier Division. 

Results 

 

Saturday 28th August 

Chipping Sodbury 1 –2 Calne Town 

Corsham Town 1—4 Brimcombe & Thrupp 

Cribbs 3—1 Roman Glass St George 

Fairford Town 1—3 Bradford Town 

Royal Wootton Bassett Town 3—1 Hereford Lads Club  

Shrivenham 3—2 Tuffley Rovers 

Thornbury Town 2—6 Longlevens AFC 

Westbury Utd P—P Westfields 

Friday 27th August 

Bishops Cleeve P—P Lydney Town 

For up to date information on the Uhlsport Hellenic 
League please visit www.thehellenicleague.co.uk 

 



Manager Jeff Roberts is calling on the area's locals 
to turn out in force to back Chipping Sodbury 
Town's new Hellenic League venture, with two ap-
petising home games this Bank Holiday weekend . 
. . . . .  

Full interview with Simon Parkinson, Bristol and 
West Country Football Writer and Gloucestershire 
FA Press Officer is on twitter @simonparkinson3 



Thank you to our new away match kit sponsor 
PGS—Premier Groundwork Solutions. 

 



“THE SODS” IN DAYS GONE 
by 1959-60 season 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sods are looking for people to join their club, if you can 
spare a few hours a week why not come along and help us! 

We are looking for:- 

Qualified Football Coach to join our Management Team of our 
Ladies Team. 

Social Media Manager; to update all our social media accounts 
before, during and after all games. 

Match Day Programme designer and manager. 

General helpers during match days, to help out on the gate, 
marshals and in the bar/hospitality area. 

If you are interested in any of these positions please email in-
fo@cstfc.co.uk 









 

OUR  

OFFICIAL 

CLUB SPONSOR 

Tool Design & Manufacture (Yate) Ltd 
Lawrence Drive 
Stover Trading Estate 
Yate 
Bristol 
BS37 5PG 
 
Tel: +44 (0)1454 313961 
Fax: +44 (0)1454 273442 
Email: sales@tdmyateltd.co.uk 


