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FIRST ROUND QUALIFYING 





From the Boardroom 
 
 
Firstly I should like to express a warm welcome to all the players, officials 
and supporters from Bristol Manor Farm/Bideford FC to The Ridings this af-
ternoon, I hope that you had a good journey here and wish you a safe return 
journey.  
Well it all happened over the weekend, a thrashing by a very good Bridgwa-
ter Town side, followed by the resignation of the manager. We are all sorry 
to see Neil go but balancing the work commitments of a new job, managing 
a team in the Western League and having some time for family life all be-
came too much. The Management Committee would like to express its 
thanks to Neil for the tremendous commitment he's shown over the last four-
teen months and we wish him all the best for the future whilst hoping that he 
stays with the club in some way. 
Now to today's match which has been hard to prepare for given that we did 
not know the opposition until Tuesday evening and that left the caretaker 
duo of Scott Gibson and Justin Bishop with a hectic few days in which to get 
the lads in the right frame of mind for the biggest FA Cup game in the club's 
history.  
Should today's match end in stalemate the replay will take place at The 
Creek on Tuesday evening kicking off at 7.45pm. 
Should we win today the FA Cup will return again on Sat 22nd September 
which will mean a rearrangement of the Clevedon Town game 
Next Saturday we are again at home on FA duty this time in the Buildbase 
FA Vase when our opponents will be Abbey Rangers from the Combined 
Counties League.  
Forthcoming fixtures in September are: 
Sat 15th - FA Vase  Abbey Rangers (H) 
Sat 22nd - League  Clevedon Town (H) 
Tues 25th - Les Phillips Cup Oldland Abbotonians (H) 
Sat 29th - League  Buckland Athletic (A) 

 

Come on you Sods -  Geoff Endicott - Secretary CSTFC 
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ROVERS CLIMBING THE FOOTBALL PYRAMID……………… 

Willand’s standing in non-league football climbed to new heights in the last few 
seasons as they lifted the Les Phillips Cup in 2006/07 beating Welton Rovers in 
the final, after finishing runners-up to Corsham Town the previous year. Their then 
highest ever league position also followed in 2007/08 with a fantastic third place 
spot and that was bettered in a magical 2009/10 season that saw Rovers finish 
second only to Champions Bideford whilst they also reached the Fifth Round of 
the FA vase. In 2015-2016 after marathon 7 games were knocked out by Gosport 
Borough of the Conference South in the 4th Qualifying Round of the FA Cup, just 
round away from playing in the competition proper. 

AND AS FOR THE FUTURE………………. 

So Willand Rovers stand proudly at the highest point the club has reached in its 
short history. The next sixty years will bring a different set of challenges, not least 
the decision as to whether the Stan Robinson Stadium can be upgraded to meet 
the requirements of the next step of the football pyramid, namely the famous and 
historic Southern League.  

Youth football was introduced in the early 2000’s and in the 2014/15 our u18s 
under Nick Miles tutelage won the treble winning the County Cup, League and 
League Cup. In 2015/16 the Clubs u18s entered the Somerset Floodlight league 
under the stewardship of club legend Clive Jones. This season the baton has 
been passed to Ash Perrett to try and produce Willand Rovers players of the fu-
ture. Last season saw Simon Fry’s u16s finish 2nd in the league having won that 
title 4 years on the trot, the u15s under Tony Badcott won their league and fin-
ished runner’s up in the cup 

At the end of the 2013 season long time manager Clive Jones stood down and 
was replaced by young duo Scott Rogers and Russell Jee. As they learnt their 
trade the club finished a respectful 8th last year in the league. At the end of the 
season which was Scott last game in charge of the team we won the Les Phillips 
Cup beating Barnstable in the final. This season we have had a tremendous FA 
cup final playing clubs from East London and the South Coast before falling to 
Conference South giants Gosport Borough. 

In 2015 saw Russell Jee taking over as manager with David Steele as his assis-
tant. This exciting pairing will be given time to adjust at the top and improve the 
club league standing. The season did not start too well with 4 points from the 
opening league matches and out of both FA competitions. But the club and squad 
stuck together and went on an unbelievable 12 match winning streak through No-
vember, December January and February, by the end of the season we had fin-
ished 6th with 70 points our highest points tally in 6 years.  We continued our love 
affair with the Les Phillips Cup with our 6th final appearance in 15 years, unfortu-
nately this year we were the bridesmaid rather than the bride losing to Hengrove 
Athletic by an odd goal. Our record in the final is now 3 all. 

With exciting young talent at the club, the first team regularly turns out with 5 play-
ers younger than 21 some of those are teenagers. Players continue their develop-
ment from youth to senior football and regularly go on to play in higher leagues. 
The playing future looks bright. 

This year the league recognized the sterling services of a few of the ‘characters’ 
who have been associated with Willand for over 50 years each. Mike (Mitch) 
Mitchell, Tony (Tacker) Williams, Pete (Duffy) Ward. Mike (Bacon) Mears and Reg 
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OUR FA CUP JOURNEY SO FAR 

EXTRA PRELIMINARY ROUND: 

The road to Wembley in the football world’s oldest 
competition is a lengthy one but Chipping Sodbury’s 
dream lives on after winning 2-1 in the preliminary 
stages against a determined side from the Premier Di-
vision of the Hellenic League.  
 

A 1-1 draw at Scours Lane, home of Reading City, led 
to a replay at the Ridings that would be decided on the 
night by extra time. The first tie had been close but 
Reading could count themselves unlucky after twice 
hitting the frame of the goal and having a penalty 
saved by the majestic Jack Dando in the Sodbury 
goal.  
 

Against a side that has scored an average of four and a 
half goals per game in the opening 5 games of the sea-
son, Sodbury has their work cut out from the off, but 
they knuckled down and matched their opponents for 
pace and resilience throughout.  
 

The match started at a frantic pace, one that continued 
for much of the 90 minutes of normal time. Reading 
started the stronger of the two teams and they passed 
the ball well but lacked composure in the final third.  



They enjoyed the lions share of possession in the 
opening 30 minutes forcing several corners but did not 
take advantage and Sodbury began to grow in confi-
dence.  
 

The home team matched their opponents with a strong 
work ethic and had clearly worked hard in pre-season 
to maintain such a fast pace. George Box worked tire-
lessly up front for the Sods and was a constant thorn in 
the Reading defence’s side. He chased and harried all 
over the pitch largely unaccompanied but when his 
two wingers joined in the attack their pace gave the 
away back four an uncomfortable night.  
 

Reading attacked with pace but relied a little too heav-
ily on the long ball which the Sodbury defence dealt 
with comfortably. When they did manage to break 
down the resolute Sodbury back line they found Dan-
do in the home goal in fine form.  
 

As the home side grew into the game they began to 
create changes of their own. On 20 minutes they 
forced a corner following some good work down the 
right. The back post header from the corner sailed over 
the bar from what was a good position to score but 
Sodbury continued to attack whenever they could.  
 

The Reading defenders proved superior in the air with 
every aerial encounter from the home side dealt with 
comfortably. Up front they created several half chanc-
es, wasted a couple of clear cut opportunities and as 
the half drew to a close looked the more likely to break 
the deadlock.  
 



With just six minutes of the half remaining Reading 
took a deserved lead when their captain Harry Grant 
made the most of a through ball which split the home 
side’s defence in two and left him with just Dando to 
beat from close range.  
 

Sodbury immediately went to the offensive but wasted 
an opportunity to level when they blasted a clear shot 
over the bar from the edge of the Reading area. Read-
ing continued to press the home defence looking to 
build on their lead but Sodbury stood firm and the half 
ended without any addition to the score. Within 30 sec-
onds of the restart Sodbury were presented the oppor-
tunity to level when they were awarded a penalty kick 
following a handball. Liam Pullen dispatched the spot 
kick firing hard and over the diving Reading Keeper.  
 

Sodbury made a couple of substitutions with Jamie In-
nis coming on after an hour of the game, followed by 
the goal scorer Liam Pullen five minutes later. The in-
troduction of Jamie Samuel and Jo White kept frantic 
pace of the game with both side pushing for the deci-
sive goal.  
 
In the 70th minute, Sodbury created a opening with a 
break down the left. Cavanagh in the Reading goal on-
ly parried the low cross and the resultant shot on target 
was cleared from the six yard box. 
 
Dando was called upon to make a good save low down 
to his left a couple of minutes later and as Reading’s 
pace eased off a little, Sodbury began to exploit this 

 
 



With long balls out to their wingers. Reading made a 
substitution and a few minutes later Fry left the field 
to be replaced by Luke Bruman for Sodbury as both 
sides pressed for a winner. Extra time started with the 
game flowing from end to end but it was an injury to 
the Sodbury full back that created controversy when 
the official refused to let Sodbury make a forth substi-
tution. The home side coach presented the referee with 
the rulebook to protest that a fourth replacement is al-
lowed during extra time in the FA Cup but the request 
was denied. The Sodbury back soldiered on and the 
game continued and after just six minutes if the first 
period the home side took the lead. Jamie Samuel 
proved a handful as he worked his way across the edge 
of the box leaving several bewildered defenders in his 
wake. His run opened up space down the left and his 
pass found Joe White in space inside the penalty area. 
He calmly slotted passed the oncoming Cavanagh to 
give Sodbury a 2-1 advantage. The cheer from the 200 
strong crowd could probably be heard in Yate. 
 
Reading were not finished though and just three 
minutes after the Sodbury goal they were awarded a 
free kick on the edge of the penalty area. The strike 
was so fierce that neither the wall nor Dando in goal 
had a chance to move but the cross bar saved the day. 
 
Dando was involved in the second period of extra time 
however, when a Reading shot appeared destined for 
the back of the net only for the keeper to produced a 
stunning save. Everyone in the crowd had      



CHIPPING SODBURY TOWN 2-1 

EASINGTON SPORTS  
FA CUP PRELIMARY ROUND 

25TH AUGUST 2018  

 

had momentarily resigned themselves to an equaliser 
but Dando defied the odds and managed to scoop the 
shot out from under the cross bar. 
The rebound fell at the feet of a Reading attacker who 
looked odds on to score from just six yards out but his 
shot found the side netting.       

OUR FA CUP JOURNEY SO FAR 

PRELIMINARY ROUND: 



“From my perspective, we underperformed massively 
yesterday, even taking into consideration the players we 
had missing, but ultimately it’s all about the result, espe-
cially when there is so much financial reward on the 
game. Winning yesterday will make a massive difference 
to a club like ours.” - Neil Simons (First Team Manager) 

Easington took an early second half lead and looked 
like that was going to be enough until skipper Steve 
Fitzpatrick popped up and headed an 89th minute 
equaliser.  With the game well into time added on for 
the frequent visits of the trainer, the time wasting by 
the opposition and the numerous substitutions, the 
evergreen Justin Bishop popped in the winner much 
to the delight of the travelling supporters. 







*O



*O



A proud sponsor of Chipping Sodbury Town Football Club  
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